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July 1950 
HIS 


month we feature in our picture 
section the first three plays of the 
present season at Stratford-upon-Avon Ns 
we write Much Ado About Nothing has been 
added to the repertonre and Aiding Leur will 
have its first performance on P8th July. Alt 
these productions will be reviewed fully in 
our next issue but we cannot let this opper 
tunity go by without adding our 
appreciation for all that this season at 
Stratford has done for the English theatre 
We have not been able to include pictures 
of Much Ado iwhich we featured last year 
with, of course. a different company) This 
time John Gielgud himself appears ino his 
own production with Peggy Asheroft, and 
the play. a great) favourite in 1949. has 
gained greatly in distinction by the inclusion 
of these two superb Shakespearean players, 
who have not acted together tor five years 
Those who have unforgettable memeries of 
Cnelgud’s Old Vie Lear just before the war 
will Know that his appearance again as the 
mad king on USth July will be a ‘ 
theatrical event 
We write notes somewhat earlier 
than usual owing te pending  editertal 
holidays, and at this mament an unexpected 
heat wave has descended on Tondon which, 
coupled with the unerpected  aboli- 
tion of petrol rathoning, seems to have dealt 
in unkind blow to the West End 
This was a familiar aspect pre-war, 
Was customary for a number 
be closed during the 
nowadays Wwe become quite ilarmed i! 
} plays fail to make the erade against 
weather and other acts of God? 
During the past week or two. several plays 


special 


vreat 


these 


thvev 


theatres 
when itt 
of theatres to 
summer months 


ft 


Over the Footlights 


have run for only a few performances, all 
the more distressing because ino most causes 
they were new plays from. comparatively 
unknown authors, and it looked as though 
we might be reyouing in the advent of some 
new blood to the ranks of successful plas 
wrights. As itis only Rack ground and Hes 
Pxcellency have staved the course among 
recent new productions. Madam Lic- Tae 
a Strange play about the underworld, notable 
for some very immature writing and also for 
a magnificentl, finished performance by 
branceise Rosay as the deaf and blind cafe 
proprietress-cum-gangleader, was short-lived 
at the Winter Garden 
for regret that William 
play, The fvorv Lower, which was) Si 
Charles Cochran's 128th production, ran 
only a few mihts at the Vaudeville Ihe 
critics, we thought. were unduly hard in 
accusing the play of lacking flesh and blood, 
and there most moving performance 
by Francis Pister in the part of Jan Daubek 
whose tragic last days were patently based 
on these of Jan Masaryk 
Another “star performance 
Wefated The Har Trick, by Thomas Browne 
it the Duke of Yorks Theatre Ciladvs 
Cooper, who has not been seen in the West 
End for two semtillating 
comedy performance as an ek woman 


bowled out three 


oWas a pleat cause 
lempleton’s sincere 


Wal 
graced the 


years Rave at 
cricketer Whe sticcesstulls 
nasty domestic with one 
to Speak. all of which were instigated by an 
incredible soung anarchist who descended on 
her household Phe play had 

touches, but on Miss Coopers performance 
thone it might well have run oi other con 


ditions. as alsoomicht Phe leary Tesver ro 


it 
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Background 


Touch and Co 


The First Victor: 
His Excetiency 
The Winter's Talc 
The Bells 
Stratton 


The Family Honour 


The White Esgies 


Carousel 


* Background ~ 
ARREN CHEEHAM-STERODE has a 
workmanlike way of dealing 
current social problems and appears to 
realise that a playwright sets out to present 


mM aN anterestiny way 


with 


i topical controversial 
must not let his characters run 


made ta fit 


subject) he 
away wilh 
his theme 

This as Bachkyeround. a 
pliv which os certain to have a very: popular 
appeal quite rightly from the 
tuthors point of sicew ot deals with a very 
profound problem inia very superficial way 
The problem ano this case as the effect. of 
divorce on the children of the marrige We 
ire to be persuaded that divorce can only 
harm them and ter this reason Mr Chetham 
Strode couple who hardly had 
genuine grounds for diverce at all We can 
well omagine that. having patehed up ther 
sight differences, these two could rub alone 
reasonably well for the rest of thei lives 
But supposing the author's couple had been 
endunne a martage that was wreng from 
the bewinning. and that they had developed 
that hind of trreconmedability which is far 
from then indeed you would 
hase the real problem bor all know the 
etlect on children of a divided and hate 
leden home tf Mr. Chetham-Strode had 
tried hind of a marriage we 
think hy tacters might huve run away 
Ibsen weuld 


him, they must be 


What happens in 


hecuuse 


gives Us a 


UCOTT eT aMt 


' ve oh 
t i tat 


at 
wath horn doubt only an 
! 


ver and as inchined te 


speak to thouyg * a chent 


h she were 


im court, while thara bomara, obviowsts 
YOUN Woman whois mone tow eflkcrent in 
heme Manavement ind inne 
t nerve Tension at 
wants her to 
Daorset 
t th 


is tinding light 
rchef from the vrows: 

with Bill Oveden 
my and we t farmoan 


MaNes aviec . ree whe en 


unbelievably we feit assemble ther 
fifteen years downwards 
‘ther plans. brom this momen 
sTMOHASIS ots Placed on the 
rw chifdren. the eidest of whom 


iss whois quite unmoved by the 


e 
reer ‘ 
dren of 


° . } lo 
kone as she can eXttract si7eudle 


her future step-father Ihe 


with as deeply distressed. wh the 
; ‘ 
i 


boy goes property off the rails, even to the 
point of truant hoarding 
school and trying to shoot the villain of the 
piece to him. of course, the man hus 
mother wants to marry 
too much for the Lomaxes and the mevitable 
reconcation ws effected AX vranite-like 
fizure hovers over all this in the shape of 
Nanme Braun, the German housekeeper 
who, bred of sterner stuff. is horrified at the 
case with which her emplovers prepare to 
abandon their marriage 


trom bus 


Whos 


This last episode is 


The play as very well acted by V. 
White and Andre Morel as the parents, and 
lilly Kann as Nanny Braun. Colin Douglas 
is micely subdued in the thankless part of 
the would-be co-respondent and full honours 
gota the young players who appear as the 
three children, Marian) Chapman, Betty 
Blackler. and particularly John Charlesworth 
as Adnan, whe as called upon to run 
through a whole gamut of the emotions up 
to the tense moment of the shooting incident 
Norman Marshall has directed the play 
Ss 


* Touch and Go“ 

HIS show comes from America but has 

been so adapted in its topical items to 

British taste that the country of its origin ts 
scarcely visible, indeed so fresh and sprightly 
is ats humour and so brilliantly new its 
spectacular scenes that Touch And Go might 
have been written List week 

Helen Gallagher and Kay Ballard are two 
American members of the who give 
irresistible performances and our own Carole 
Lynne shows a new versatility. ably sup 
ported by Beryl Stevens ino a series of 
characterssations. Bill Fraser is another old 
friend whose sense of humour is admirably 
served by this revue. and Jonathan Lucas 
ind Puasid Lober are two other outstanding 
members of the company 

Some than amusing sketches and 
manos delwhtful song and dance numbers are 
blended to make this one of the brieh 
shows in town, and Bernard Delfont is cer- 
tunly to be congratulated on bringing se 
idmirable an entertainment to the West Find 
Al Praise is due to Jean and Walter Ker: 


for the book and Ismes, Jay Gorney for the 


cast 


Mare 


itest 


copra: 
Sneed aaa 





PEGGY ASHCROFT 


ty with Cewcn fF 





and te Dick Hurran for his staging of 
show which as produced by Robert | 


ittith eS 


“ The First Victoria “ 

T was nor tll the closing scene that the 
| appositeness of Miro Hal DO Stewart's 
choice of title for his new play at the 
Embassy Theatre became apparent Then 
we learned that Boadicet. Romuantsed version 
of the Celtte Bouditeca, means. in’ Latin, 
Victoria: that as to sav Vietors Lhe episode 
of the rebellion of the Peent Gin what is now 
Norfolk) against the Roman occupation 
AD 61 was an epic of vengeance and 
valour, victory and defeat with a foretaste 
of final vietory 

The historical view of Boadicea, however 
apter tithe of ~The First 
Flizabeth “: for surely there was more of 
Raleih’s proud Tuder than of our 19th 
century Paragon of queenly and domestic 
virtues about this intrepid champion and 
inspired military leader of her fierce people 
And a strong tineture of Saint Joan of Are 

Shaw's. if not the Church's 

Eispeth Marsh's) portrayal (following 
closely the author's presumed conception) is 
not the fury of our school histores, but a 
sedate and dignified lady indeed a 

Victoria comely and comfortable 
and eminent!) reasonable, whose resentment 


iwauinst the Pmperor Nero is more a matter 


suggests the 


Very 


second 


' ' 
of State poliey and democratic ideology 


than of wronged woman's clemental rage 
and Just to avenve the humiliation of 
whipping by his soldiers 

Provided that his interpretati 


‘ns the story's dramatic 


he 
the depth or significance of 
f entitied 
with rceepted historic :} 
i demands It 
opinion whether Miro Stewart 
better drama than the older 


much 


" , 
rs a PlaveMrignat is 


such fiberties 


1 
is his) plot 


Course VOry 
idiom The 
been the dominant conside: 
Boudicea S TevVe 


Iking annexation h « vith 


Writes suueests 


a esented 








might have kept the Council of UNO) busy 
for many sessions. Such in tactat was: but 
minimise the personal issues the scourging 
of the Queen and the raping of her daughters 

ind vou blunt the drama’s edge 

Nevertheless, thanks to swiftly 
action and many a dramatic situation, the 
tension is kept up and heiehtened from act 
to act tll the curtain falls on the dying 
prophecy of the captive Queen that) Britain 
shall survive and triumph when the glory of 
Imperial Rome has withered 


Va 


This iS by Me Means a 
nor does it attain trageds 
drama and none the worse 
lated times for being p 
hlooded degree 
re mManv interestine madisedual 
formanees Niiss Marsh s 
Milton Rosmers tine rugeed British 
bord Lodwyn. Richard Caldicot’s 
nd chivalrous Roman Gaovern 
Patuhus. Olver Burts si 
ind hungler 


Alan's 


There a 


hesides 





“ His Excellency 
RIC PORTMAN returns to London with 
a brilliant performance in an entertain 
ing new play by Dorothy and Campbell 
Christe. It may not have been the author's 
intention that the Portman part should loom 
so large but the result is wholly desirable 
ind the excellent team work of the rest of 
the company is not thereby 
completely 
Mr.) Portman appears as His Excellency 
the Governor, just appointed to the ancient 
Britush Colony of Salva, and the play opens 
just before his arrival, when the officials of 
the island are viewing with trepidation the 
first Labour successor te a long line of Tory 
Governors Furthermore. His” Facellencs 
had been a Yorkshire working man, by name 
Harrison. and trade union leader, a back 
ground which dees not seem to them to 
qualify him for the subtle diplomacies of his 
new post 
Wih admirable 


demonstrates how 


overshadowed 


balance Mr 


the new Grovernor, 


Portman 
with a 


enough as Aa Vice 





First Time in London 


it haa . 
NENR THAN GR VEEAM 


commonsense and fer- 


1 


R of Yorkshire 
vent Secilist doctrine. manages by tral and 
to justify himself. He has daughter, 
notwithstanding her Yorsshire 

is Willing to Jearn and has an 

that overcomes most of the oppos: 

nnabel Maule pl i with a 
admixture of mae Hs 
ober excellent performances 

Sebastian Shaw as tl Lieutenant 
Were of Salva whe bac ope ay othe 
Crnors purst and hy J inda Gstay as his 
both displaving admirably the 
ind sangfroid of Eneland’s traditional 

| Arnold Bell next to Mr 

of the anding 


evening as the most 


t ¢ 
fats 


Rave one most outst 
erformaneces of the 
soe e- minded 5.0 (¢ of the island's 
troops fan Fleming was not quite t 
Admiral who stood out 
the Governor and was put under 
for his pains As the Military Secre 
John Wood gaye a pleasing perforn 
ance, and as varnous native ofhcimids. from 
Prime Minister downwards. Owen Bellowes 
Philip Leaver Derck Svdney mad Joos 
Clewes were without exception 
vincing and colourful 
The tells, how the Gaoverner ino an 
etlort improve the lot of the mative 
worker n the docksard. tries to impose 
tax oon Salva hich natural 
APeuses The opposition af the island's wealthy 
classes AN serious strike is fermented which 
His Excellenes thes to quell without calling 
out the troops. In the end he has to admit 
defeat over this last point. bur manages by 
he unerthadox means of addressing the 
thers himself. aided by an interpreter (4 
wb which was. of course, mature to 
him) to turn the tables on his enemies 
The play is excellently written 
notable for ms adult tdeas and above 
its lessen in how to write of serious political 
issues Without taking sides Charles Hick 
man directs with his 
ghy.. 


mpasmy 


Past on 


VC 


second nat 


iccustomed skill and 
decor by Michael Wereht. showing the 
Herald's Room of Monesta Pal Salva 
str colourful, and the vlimpse of the 
sunny blue sky and tin nin Jack 
my the distance, most 


FS 
* The Winter's Tale “ 


: ee RI Atkins’ Bankside Plhavers ope ned 
ther season wath J ds i » Pale 


Which is. despite its: tith u) to open 


wy othe 


Davstieht 


ther clot 
roast under 


notah] 





was well attired as Leontes and wore his 
clothes as became «a prince of story Mr 
Eustrel brought foreboding in his aspect 
from his entrance. His words came clearly 
over in all moods and his acting forced us to 
accept as humanly possible Leontes’ jealousy 
and cruelty. David Powell gave Poliwenes 
the look of a Greek hero and Aubrey Woods 
spoke in clear tones as Florizel 

Ruth Lodge as Hermione. Vivienne 
Bennett as Paulina and Judith Stott as Per 
dita, approximated as near to those three 
glories of their sex as we ought to expect 
but women’s vores do not carry so farina 
breeze as men’s do 

Mr. Atkins himself) plived Autolveus 
Clement Hamelin the Old Shepherd and 
Toke Townley his son: all very droll 

bor the rest, indecision of movement gave 
the term “strolling players” a new meaning 

here Was a Very promising moment when a 
hear came out of the bushes. but he only 
toddled across the sandy waste and. in spite 
of hope. was never seen again Hos M 


“ The Bells ~ 


O' the many plays adapted from the 
French, few achieve so secure a niche in 
English theatrical history as The Bells. a 
play occupied with a murderer’s last hours 
We are shown Mathias. a beloved Burgo 
master of a village in Alsace. who laid the 
foundation of his fortune by felling with an 
ave a rich Jew who drove to his Inn in a 
one-horse open sleich. On the Sth anni 
versary of the crime. Mathias bears sleizh 
bells and suffers hallucinations. In a dream. 
he as subjected to the trial he has so long 
evaded ino reality. Ino a dream within the 
dream. he re-enacts the crime before his 
judges. In the morning he dies, apparently 
suffocated, belreving he has been hanged 

To act the part oof Mathias 
dramatic force of unusual pressure. Erving’s 
performance was widely known and long 
ronembered. Str John Martin Harvey must 
hase seemed rather tral for se. strenuous 
aecome. Frederick Valk’s e:fts are what the 
part needs and a fall and thrilling perform- 
ance he gave 

Ken Tynan’s production 
skilful 

Phe drama was preceded by a chore little 
comedietta with a Jong title by Henry J 
Byron. in which Bill Shine. Gordon Criet 
Richard Loneman. Shirles Richards and 
Larrys Burns very agreeably 


H.aiM 


TEQuires 


was direct and 


Furlesqued 


* Stratton ~ 
N Jist May. Ronald 
version of his new plas was presented 
Described as “a plas of Po-day. in Verse 
ind Prose” the dialogue is distinguished and 
moving. if oceasionaliv, incoherent at a 
hearing The theme would seem to be that 


Duncan's revised 


first 


the heart of man being evil, the vital force 
in hun needs ever-watchtul control 

Sir Cory) Stratton, KA ws overy highly 
respected He is a great man with an 
accredited biographer ino daily attendance 
All in bes ammediate circle at) Kurnstene 
Manor behave with that apparently qatural 
and happy rectitude that the influence of a 
fine presiding character brings about The 
first player to break the rules of polite 
behaviour ino the established xgame of 
personal relatuonship is the Vicar. whe steps 
out of his role of official biegrapher te tell 
Si Cory that be hates hum This indicates 
a detect in the character ef the Vicar rathes 
than on that of his patron but. his self 
esteem punctured. all Sir Cory’s virtue drains 
away and. trom being a virtuous Jokvil he 
becomes a vicrous Hyde. making love te his 
daughteron-law, sheeting his son and 
Strranghing his wife 

Phe action is rather heavy with symbelam 
but it does not depart far from the hidden 
truth oof passion. although. of course. i 
cannot express the whole truth It depicts 
rather a logical extension of a child's 
vivings about tite. Tt can be recommended 
whe enjoved The Cocktandl Party 

Itas very ditheult for an actor on a lounge 
sunt to represent a maniin contemporary Tite 
whe could be called) great, but Wallram 
Devlin spoke Sir Corvy’s tines with varicts 
skill and quiet power. Cicely Paget-Bowman 
gave to Lady Stratton the ventle. vet 
beauty of presence that betokens tineness of 
spirit Robert Sansom quietl, made the 
Vicar’s lamentable break-away seem) alimost 
natural and Barbara Lott completely realised 
the daughter-in-law with admirable cconoms 
The general direction by Stuart Latham was 
not very polished. The setting was prosaic 
ind the recorded music, by Benyamin Britten 
came through teo loudls 
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“ The Family Honour ~ 

HE People’s Theatre 

Family Honour by I 

on 6th June he play | 

in R29 and this 
COMPany 

Qn the subject of homens mspring and 

musing things cam be said Mr Housman 


but often 


presented = Lhe 
surence Housman 
mas aM Trish setting 


r im brash 


seems to bh 


is VEFN mnUusing eutehes Us Py 
being suddenly ind noble bdo as 
iso the name of the chief characte: 
noble-hearted and beautiful da 
wasted house of Burkivach. whe as dock 
up for the myeht with a 
her four brothers, from 
ind) dishonourabie She and the travetle 


emerge from the 


SCTIOUS 


uyhicr 


Passe stranyes 

Motiwes Meroemay s 
ordeal VTC hate rant 
be but one end ino stes 
rather fails in the third as 
Ss extraordinary well sou 


Honor 4 hit 


cuplivating 


course, there can 
¢ 
t 


meres 
Maaside 


part aft 


ind “a 

Joun 
my thre 
with a kind «of 


MacNee is als 





rous Stranger Nmiong the 
Maunsell and 
especially striking 
People whe like a sentimental story with a 
brisk tempo nearly 
well pleased 
offeriny 


“ The White Eagles ~ 

HIS play, which Reunjon 

Tamited presented on oth June by 

arrangement with Anthony tHawtrey. is 
interesting chiefly for the number of promis 
ng acting parts provided There are. it 
seems, too many and consequently no time 
te develop them. However. 
ter, a prosperous builder of 
whose name as a houschald word, is plaved 
by Reginald Pate and iw rounded 
ofl and anderst indable Ihe erection off bis 
new Marmimoth camp on the 
Snowdonia is dogged by disaster until finally 
Welsh 
organises arson and has it burned down on 
the eve of the ofties | OPeniny The self 
Made pioneer of Holiday Camps ret 
deeds to Pads blorence Arvon and 
the arms of her grand daughter tart 
curtam 

Phe cast of 
Diana Morgan 
Mary Clare 


Burkivach men 
Robert Mooney afte 


Charles 


should he 
Housman's latest 


Hids M 


every bods 


“with Mr 


Iheatre Gutid 


the chief charac 
Holiday Camps 
lacomic ifly 
holy shore of 
fanatte far 


t youny 


Nationalism 


ips the 


thitteen includes the 
ind such 
Reginald 


author 
Welcome names as 
Pate and Julian 


{) Albie ho makes a good entrance and 
Taises hope But the imagination is not 
caught nor the fancy lifted Despite the ups 
ind downs of fortune im the stery, an 
impression oof flatness until we 
resiuned]s) wait for proceedings to draw to 


Hos M 


He *FSIStS 
Se Sd Od 
* Carousel 


bie lonw-awaited successer to Oklahoma’, 
while having all the superb technique 
and dovely and costumes one had 
anticipated, was in some ways a disappornt- 
ment. Naturally, it was not to be expected 
that there would be that same exciting 
mpact which came with first sight) and 
sound of Okduhouna’. a musical that was se 
atonishingly ditferent for London eves and 
ears 


Milisic 


Carousel (he word means roundabout) 1s 
based on Molnar’s Ladiom and tells. ina 
New England setting, how Bills Bizclow, a 
barker in a fairground, becomes intatuated 
with aomull-girl. Julig Jordan) Billy is sacked 
by the jealous owner of the roundabout and 
soon he is heating his voung wite. only 
coming to his senses when she tells bim she 
is to have a baby. In a desperate effort to 
get money he allows himsclt to be mnfluenced 
by a crook and in an attempt at highway 
robbery he is caught and stabs himself rather 
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‘* Julius 
Caesar ’”’ 


(Adhove) No scene nea 
the opening of the play 
showing 2. ono Ro: Marry 
Andrews as Tus, John 
Gaiel vu d Aas C assis, 
Anthony Quavie as Mark 
Antony, Andrew Cruick 
shank as Caucsar, Barbara 
Jefford as Calpuroia and 
Gwen btrangeon-Davies 
as) Portia On the right 
the Soothsaver cl 


mothy 
(Bateson) warns ¢ 


tsar ter 


beware the Ides of N reh 


Hil Se uUSOTD 
onee iit 


ard unde 
Quayle. and 
actors and a 


cs i’ i ~ ie > } lik (it i? \ 1.44 its th 
must for al 4 *! ‘ "SNe ale wiena nee ‘ 


a ‘ & ‘ “ ( \ produced 
review of this years plays including +) } : iayle ! ingham, 
aduced on T8th July, will with enery rear wi esate 4 Warwick 
wsue. Meantime in thi mstrong 


. to be pr 
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‘* King Henry VIII” 
@ Scenes from Tyrone Guthrie's 

production oof Aing Henry 
bdd7, tirst roduccd wn 28th M ireh 
with scenery and costumes by 
funya Motservitsch This was the 
play which ther Miagesties the Aing 
ind Queen at rinkess Margaret 
SuW aint baon the occasion 


ening 


Henry's) first me 
(Barbar Jetho a ne Bullen 
and Anthonys Quayle as the King) 


herine pleads with enry dus 


mg the divorce seedings 


(Centres Andrew Cruickshank as 
Wolses ind trighit) Gwen 


Ptrangeon-Davies as) Katherine 








highness The Lord Chamberhiamn desc 
Abbey during Anne Bullen’s co 
King turns against Wolsey and ic. x seorne Rose as birst Gentic 
Cardinal tries in vain to detend Badel as the bord Chan than and Mict 
himself P wd Sands 


(He d mm?) 


Phe baptism of the infant Princess Elizabeth, daughter of Anne Builen enorsy proudly 
holds his child. while Cranmer «CGieottrey Bayidon, deft) addresses the assembk OTE Pasay 
during the baptism ceremony. Phe closing scene of the play 





‘* Measure 
for 
Measure’’ 


The 
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and \ 
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Ihe PD 


prison 


sister, dsabe 


bevved he 


Elbow, the peheen 


Mistress Overdone 
Pompey is tnere 


(L.to R CGreotlres ivi ‘ ho Gseorre Rose 
aS Pompeys. Michael ites oa it Harold 
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demns Angelo 
at opus perfidy 
Mariana who 
the Dukes | 
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CTU 
THE ROYAL CRESCENT. BATH Masterpiece of juha Wood the Younger 


Bat hk Assembly by HAROLD MATTHEWS 


ATH does right by her Assembly to extend ancent astronomical bounds by his 
remind us that we have there. as part discovery of the planet) Uranus’ fown 
of England’s heritage. one of the wonders planning, stage coaches and modern male 
of the world. Suppose that, owing to sub costume can all be traced to a bexinning in 
terranean disturbance. the flow trom the Bath and the pioneering spirit: still pervades 
spring was increased and the city became Something in the an. or in the water impels 
aswill ino hot) water Or let us suppose. ardent types to quest. to probe. to penctrate 
diverted at a deep level. it appeared at and to invent. sometimes with such regret 
Swindon We should then recognise the table results as stenography. plasticenc and 
profound mystery and umnportance of a hot kinema. From Bath many a trad takes rise 
spring But regularity is the thief of fame tas too date to hament the departure of the 
The same regular issue of hot water, at the Romans. whe surrounded the Spring with 
same temperature, bubbles up constantly at) | etandeur. and of Richard Nash. who devoted 
the same place and has been doing so trom bis dite to muaintamsm|ne an clesant standard 
untraceable antiquity. Itt therefore apt ta of social propricts nut the visitors te the 
be overlooked Pump Room be 
Ihe Romans. seo dught cirithsed inp aio of the Cercmomes 
practical was. treated the hot spring with a full-time job 
vreat respect and ata claimed that a better nowadays ana the 
of a Roman Bath can be obtained here stride the Ann 
in Ttaly. although gold teh spawn mn citizens allow to 
green Water and opreconms foul the sid \ popu 
tradition ow 
visit Bath to da iS TO pass fron the tolerant 
wt Anwety te an era of eclevance and Assem 
haw duNurroush in reverie Pacing the | This ond 
pavements we are reminded with pointed Of generasits 
brevit\ bv tablets on the vrev stone facudes for few of the 
that nearly evervbody we ever heard of tn many perfor 
our ostand’s sterys has been there at some prati burt 
time and we reverently salute a distinvuished 1 I , 
vhost ith at! rcoomme the Mecca 


Betore people gambled bs post. the city’s 
: 


he 


j \ itiasn new 
PrOSpPerity lik th { NMlonte Carlo rhe tiart fe ory would has 
directly due te bigh stakes rather than hot Pours i ‘1 Hiv dargest hotels a: 

ngs. but at was not onls gambling and ‘ COyEyat ro Ndr adty brane 

that went on. esen in the TXth century the Emprre ind the Pultenes Hotel 

not Sir ham Herschel. having the Grand Pump Reom Hotel mow the 

the neert or 18 vears. in 1781 property, of British Railways. is closed for 
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the Spa Hotel enraptured audience. with Mozart's M 
round fire 1). after which the conduct 
vital Miamane tormance had excited adimmratieo 
as ‘ Por Virtuasits 
from sight. Nobody el 
was loud . nsistent 
recalled { L md Mozart s 
repeated : } haar } 
ren illed ac ! Hy 
speech wished ous 
Goad tht Beojused 
the atidience sec ped tWis 
I his heatre Roval was re 
after a fire in P8622. but at reta 


as 


} . ' *? Boe ray 
of an cariiet period Phe comtertable sen 
circular auditorium induces a mood af 


able FECE PU Its Here the bonden Opes 


rt 
nil 


Haltiw. throtr thre estival toowWhiat 
might thereat t ! peak, appeared 
Sir Dbnovnaces hal ‘ ct wm Roval 
Pisshtya hy borum 
diverted PO CASTON Was 
flied to the | ‘ > capacits with ladies 
amd ventherm tesmsely expectant Su 
Phrormas started i chk fil nv porlomm 
Cand vA it i wet sem 

PHA ‘ turned 


feo on 


cham. whe 

P me Concerto 
Didden by three 
but who had 
StGHINWas plane, 
ibstitute bad 

f athording 
mabubations lacking the 
t. and char t term badly 
ed te plas oat. but had 
md would prob all 


’ 


orchestra anstead oft 
then took us wittily 
Bath. Nash. Sheridan 
t Pais cate ama 


Phe Cerent 


+ Mozart svrnphons MARY ELLIS 


{} Re bee 


‘ infer Socicts c rood we have been made 
Das ad BS Fe titthi known i Sans PTR Neatre produced 
rehaxine t trom them te: ! one Miaarricive 

would onsistinyg af 
Having two k recent rT Sienna s 
world Secret by rnanne Wolf-berrart and Prona 

i Devin by hur Benjam: 

1 hte f rriaye 
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indo oxer a thousand cfd s 


ne from Act 2. showing J. 10 R ‘ Te 
Reverend Martin Grevors, Patrick Waddington as Ris 
Nunt Bridget. Jane Baxter as Jenny. Bryan borl 
Aunt TP ydia 


- T he Holly and the Ivy | 
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Jenny 


There's 


ham 
» vmder ' 1 fetus 


Scots 
t avford) 


cannot 


lhe young 
(Andrew ¢ 
five 


David Paterson 
gomng abroad 
Vicars 


leave 


for 
elder 
futher 


yea 
ner 


Moirwiret 


Jenny 


“vicars late wife 
who 


him owing 


Vouneer sistel 


Wicd 1 probably cant realise what its dhe 
wrcrw 


Mick 


from 


up in the atmosphere of 


a vicarage 
Jenny's 
the Army 


and 


brother, home 
lite 


contined 


on leave 


finds home dull 
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at 


Sh ying Pediaty 


imives to spend Christmas and has brought 


soa purnalist ino bendon 


has been unable 
to threatened ‘fu 








the piact 

tthe tin sh 
gone off 
flucnee on th 
here than th 


Martin talks to his) sister. 

Bridget, and sister-in-law. 

Lvdia, about seme of the 

disappomtments attiching to 
his work 


Murgure 
why 
Stay 0) 
f cam 
wantin 


Sim 


Miareare confides Wn 
her ind tells her 
how hes IVC! Was 
killed in the war. deas 
my her wt a baby 
When Jens enquires 
about ti hild 
hears th. fate 
dealt Margaret vet an 
other blow. for Simon 
had died too 
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Creating a- 
T. S. Eliot 
Role 


by ERIC JOHNS 


years theatrical experiences 
must be repeated, as tar as | 

cerned I must) go 
Theatre to see PT. 8S. Eliot's masterly play, 
lhe ¢ tall Party, especially to enjoy 
Margaret Leighton’s moving scene in the 
psychiatrist's consulting room As Celia 
Coplestone. Miss Leighton plavs the part of 
the tragic voung secrety girl whose world 
seems no more than an ilusion Over 
whelmed by the desolation of solitude she 
secks comfort, in the hope that someone can 
convince her that the dreamer is something 
more than his dreams and that we are not 
all unloving and unlovable. In her bre scene 
Miss Leighton rose to such great heights that 
1 was held spellbound in my seat, proud 
to regard myself a servant of the theatre 
she adorns se magnificently 

The character of Celia. so utterlh 
completely alone. fascinated me. | 
to know more about her 
in running Miss Leighton to earth in her 
elegant Albany sitting-room. where she gave 
me some indication of how the character 
appeared to her. “ The role attracted me.” 
she explained. “ because it is such a good 
part. although occupying so short a time on 
the stage NX oyvreat deal of interest ots 
focused upon Celia and she inspires cen 
siderable discussion even atter her violent 
death abroad 

“| ttked the part because no. definite 
instructions are given to the actress by the 
author as te how Celia should look The 
stage directions contain no long and involved 
notes about the dress and appearance of the 
wirl, or how she walks and behaves in the 
presence of the other characters A great 
deal is left to the producer and to the actress 
who. as she becomes more and more familias 
with the lines. gets closer and closer to the 
character and as thus able to build up her 
own highly individual conception of the 
part. The wrting of the big scene with the 
psychiatrist in the second act is rather more 
straight forward than the carher part of the 
play, where the author offers the 
considerable scope tor creation 
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aguin to the New 


and 
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and fost neo ume 


actress 
In the first 
act he can be said to have left his portrait 
ot Ceha untramed and itis up to the actress 
to embellish itn a suitable manner 
iz to the evidence she 
lines The 


accord 
discovers in her 


actress is fortunate because the 





MARGARET LEIGHTON 


(Portran by Houston-Regers) 


part of Cela contains some of the finest 
writing in the play 

Theugh Celia as not oa long part and 
though bam oa quick study. f found it com 
paratively ditheult’ to dearn. as the 
uses a fat amount of repetition which makes 
rather ditheult There were times 
during rehearsal when Twas not sure whether 
a dine was my cuc or merely one rather The 
it The verse torm ot the plas has come on 
tor endless and som 
whe cham TO Perssecss a SCMSITES ait 
that thes fail to detect the 
ato from the 
quite ODVEOtS 
Heats to 
words the 
consists of 
which case the evtta ones are not 
by a beat Phere are 
is breken. a portion 
character and the remain by another In 
such an instamee one laver has two beats 
ind the other only one PF recall an instance 
of a line berng split between three different 

when cach takes a beaut These 


author 


cues 


discussion plas gocrs 
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producers have built a low phetform 


ith Considerable success 

Pan t ust! \ ‘ ethod of 
presentation haown theatre-in-the 
made ats New York debut under the 
hip David Heiweill and Derrick 


In centre of former 


new 
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ts 


Po inaugurate this new 
warhorse, The Show-oth by 
Was ted out burst 
revived in 1932) and with 
versions that we know 
Spencer Tracy and the ore 
Red Skelton, this sturdy comeds 
dialogued. provides a steady flow of laughs 
which build te a delightfully daffy and fast 
moving third act, but vet the faint aroma of 
moth balls e¢ performance sug- 
gesting that me example of the 
craftsmanship of comedy of the “Lwenties 
but stil no Borge Yesterdas Mister 
Roberts something that will undoubtedly, 
be said of the latter two plays ino 1980 

Starring Nubrey Piper, the bie blow 
and biz deal man who is reduced to borrow 
ing from his brother-in-law when it 
paying rent Lee Tracy. 
ashed how he felt being the first guinea pig 
for ~ theatre-in-the-round " inl New York 
replied You feel. litte trapped at. firs 
Those eritres are awfully close This state- 
ment of Mr Mav be taken as 
trictly for hes 

Thr 
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ss. Jane Sevmour Nubres’s mother 
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‘po her daughter out of the path of the 
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have raised St000 for their Festival 
Theatre Cretting the necessary unten con 
cessions to make the venture possible. the 
producers are planning four plays to run two 
and if any prove successful they 
insferred to another Broadway 
a reetlar engarement The first 
“interesting on paper” plays will 
Ashley Dukes’ adaptation 
French by Henri Becque, which 
1904 was part of the repertory of 
Mme Gabrielle Ragan. In the current 
resurrection, bave Emerson, Brancis Lederer 
Romney Brent and Helmut Dantine will 
ippear The other plays will be Tbsen’s 
Lady From The Sea starring Luise Rainer, 
Borned in Texas, a re-write by Lynn Riges 
of his 1930 play, Roadside, which will have 
Marsha Hunt and Anthony Quinn in. the 
leads: and Intovication. an adaptation of 
Strindherg’s Crimes and Crimes. which has 
never before been seen over here, with the 
Swedish actress. Viveea Lindfors making 
her New York stage debut opposite Sam 
Wanamaket 

Also designed to catch the curtosity of the 
languid summer tourists is Michael Podd's 
meoming revue Peep Show. which has been 
enthustasticaully applauded in the Philadel 
phia trvout. Said to be in the torrid vein of 
Mr. Todd's previous flash of Mesh. Star and 
everybody is waiting to feast then 
eves on the 48 lavishly undressed showgirls 
and explode at the sketches which are 
expected to be barely better in behaviour and 
brifliance than) burlesque blackouts 
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This production should erase the memory 
tothe last Broadway musical, The Liar 
hased on Carlos Geoldonis kth century 
comedy. in which Alfred Drake. the orginal 

ly of Oklahoma!’ and star of Aiss Me 

co-authored the book. directed and 

vw Star, Wilham Evthe. to 
Drake. bor those who braved 
of boring rhetoric and came back 
ifter oinmtermussion. partial atonement was 
made by the appearance in the fast fifteen 
minutes of a dark and sultry shrew. Barbara 
Ashley. whe more than lived up to all the 
talk about her that preceded her entrance 
With anoattractive singing and sharp 
and assured sense of comedy. fer a) bret 
hile Miss Asie. made Thre tar touok like 

work of profs *ssroads 


ight ti 
} 

exactly like 

et 


he barrage 


perform 


Volee 


In a recent pell of the New York drama 
critics, taken bv the trade paper. banery 
Niec Gruinness was voted the best actor of 
the season fou his finely etched ’ traval at 
the nvstic-psvehiatost in Die Cocktaid Par 
and Shirley Booth was voted best actress for 
the tender. bewildered sadness she brought 
to the slatternty wite of a dipsomaniie in 
Come Back Litthe Sheba The 
award went to Peter Calenvalle ve thre ryypekey 
miracle he performed on William Areh 
bald’s Tare Inn adaptation of Henry 
The Turn. te Seren Tried out in 
Steck an the very capable hands of 

Herman Shumiino and starring 
Eeueen MacOirath Thre Diver ents 
deemed far from reads tor Broadw ty. Sad Pitt 
removed that producer, Richard Aldrich 
illowed his Option to lapse It was enimne 
diately picked up by Peter Cooeksen 
vehicle for bos wife. Beatrice Straeht. and 
Peter Glenville was called in to go to werk 
He sat down with Welham Archibald and 
vot the play wright to completels re-wrile the 
seript, and ino a few months quietly brought 
inthe subtle and effective thriller that) the 
New York fames called “a work of art 

Currently in bondon preparing Phe 
cents for West End presentation, Mi 
ville, who discovered that Ife an Ame: 
had become one sermnt after anothes 
wst one Broadway trumph ander 
will be bick in New York th 
Samson Raphaelson’s new plas, Hf 
for the Pheatre Giuisld 

His previvus trip te the 
can scarcely remember. ha 


best director 


James 
stumimier 
director 


WiuisS 


is i 


‘ fall 


been brought over 
parents, Shaun Glenville 
Whe Were appearing 
i New York 
Having conquered 
one short season, Mi 
to take strides towar 
invited to direct. the 
Cowards The Psferriish 
British unions upset this 


tise aN 


sion 


PTGS Teas 


insisting there 


unemployed rmiie Meraphone 


men. seat looks dhe Britain's loss will be 


Hollywood's. gain, for it is pretty. cet 
will be made welcome out there 


flicker of encouravement 


imerested 





Foun ted in 1480 Owned and Managed by 


DRAMATIC ART 
Inciusive Courses to 
PRIVATE LESSONS in 
PUBLIC SPEAKING VERSE SPEAKING 
SINCINGC. PIANOFORTE BALLET, ETC. may 
be taken separately at moderate tees 

e remains open 


AND STACE TRAINING 
meet individual needs 
SPEECH TRAINING 


the ever 





THE GUILDHALL SCHOOL OF NU SEC 


the Corporation of the € ity ¢ 


A DEAWA 
S| EDRIC CUNDELL 
JOHN CARPENTER STREET. VICTORIA EMBANKMENT EC 4 CRE Hom RAM PGSM 


f London, Pe 


The Ministry of Education ognises the Teachers 
D: pl maat Associateship in Speect 1 Orama.ard the 
D omasin the teaching of all musical sutsects as con 
iota 2 Qualified Teacher Statusfor the purposes of tt 


Burnham Scale Prospectus allfurther nformar 




















Whispers from the Wings Cox ox 
PT at we prem see 


‘ ee pl iaps 


' 
stf 


writing is 


the Ereatest Aeclol 


ismed 
it stories under the 


Pew young 
Stinktian in 


ath as 
Trust 
appe ired 


Pheatre 


jearn 
profession He 
course because 


ansious to tread the boards of a real 


and face the Hive playgzoing public 
) 


teferred to | 


working in the t tre instead of 


gor reales be 5 


‘ in i classroom ‘ he waned the 
Rugby Reppert ! ( OPP aby ind jater nlased 
similar sea ’ aT re) Manchester and 


Salisbury -_ nm recernitien im an 
Pinisn Walliams role. phasing opposite J 


mwa en Tbe is Green, when the BRYAN FORBES 


bert Araskherd 


Catect 
Connaucht heatle 1 Worthing wa “IY 1 » Re 
Purr ty organ y ont Pdnound Kean, whose bla 
talk of early P9th 
INOW Mea mere than 
wn fom 





Americans 
im 
Paris 


by 
PETER CRAIG RAYMOND 


\ C oT. are the apt imtials of the American Raymon ts a) professronal i 
g Club Theatre. situated ino the Rue US. stage whe developed theough Arn 
Fontaine of Paris. Sav the posters "Ce shows and now divides his tine between 
guest L°A:C.T.” Replies the Vew Yorh Prench radio and film work md A¢ 
Herald Tirrhtannre i credit to both Broad The ¢ AMYEP.NN IS completed by James Barre 
wat and the Boulevards.” Savs FRANC] Paul Curtiss, Constance Davis. Pat Kenn 
SOIR of AC Ts programme One of the Varvara Pitoft, George Quick. Joh 
best evenings in Paris” And. sums up the Jane Lawrence. Sarah Head 
New York Times: “ The little villaze called Janet Shaw Jartiie Schmitt 
the American Colony of Paris has a theatre Lawrence 
at last, a professional repertory company Under the direction of 
called the Amerean Club Theatre that George Voskovese, AC I 
opened and judging from the applause pohes of nothing but good 
the American Club Theatre is in’ Pars te such as This Property 
way.” duvlogue between a prec 
So. if one takes the Metro to Blanche or 9 fourteen and a schoolboy. doom 
Pigalle. walks quickly along to the Pheatre we Jove to call the Bow Office 
de VHumour at number 42 Rue Fontaine think. Yetoin Paris. st 
ind sits inoa comtortable stall gust: before It would scem that the 
9 clock what is to be expected”? Well Meaning 
tor one recent evening. let's see William Ns ot 
Sarovam’s Hello Out There Irwin Shaw's mother 
The Shy and Lonely a French plas $7 t 
Sous, bY Euvene Labiche and. fourth on: 
acter on the hill, Thus Prope Priv as Casricderrine cd 
by Tennessee Williams 
Nine weeks run was attained by that Four 
In-One programme = 2ist March began the 
new run: Jean-Paul Sartre's Ne Eat and 
Norman Corwin’s radie plas 
Crerly Thornton Wilder was to 
his classic Quer Towa 
As to the cast’ Lvu se Vinee 
ind fovely French actress whe 
Pnelish with an American 
} he the 


7 ! 
L Keri 








Bath Assembly (ers 
Arundell, sensible. lucid and sit le The 
Boyd Neel Orchestra conducted by Stantord 
Robinson ACCOM pan ed the VOLS and 
iHowed the words to reach us Bruce Bovee 
tiled the acting role of Lord Rebinson, a 
tep oof tashron, to well as 
Piuic 


with 
Was Transter of 


perfection as 
singing good voice fhe pale 
decor 
ON trom room to room was mdicated by 
sereen fhovements. somewhat 
obstructive 
The skittish plot of 
firs, toundation for the musical 
structure, the lady's secret being a habit of 
clparette smoking unknown to her husband. 
4 non-smoker, who, sensitive to the smell of 
tobacco, suspected an intriguc The music 
has sparkle. but the Enghsh libretto as of 
inflexible banality. Denms Noble's powertul 
vocal capacity brought to the husband's role 
something more than it was worth. Lorely 
Dyer, at length on cushions with a cigarette, 
presented a pleasing picture in) a past 
convention, the time being 191] The 
familiar credit note “ cigarettes by Abdulla” 
would have been absolutely apt but, perhaps 
for that reason, it did not appear 
Prona Donna cleverly imitates the 
century style of light opera in setting and 
story Itoi oan amusing tdea to make an 
old bon drunk cnough to accept a 
humble member of the chorus as a prima 
denna and then. when two of these ladies 
yppear mostead of only one, to persuade him 
rdromthy that he os double and 
leave him to his bewilderment at hearing 
doublk bor neither hady will give wav and 
they sing tovether, cach striving te eclipse 
the other and momentaniy. nearls 
succeeding The two sopranos Miarria Perth 
mad Pavemie © asthe and acted with 
rit, humour and an amusing admixture of 
Arthur Benjamin’s music. always 
wreeable and often brilliant. pleasantly tits 
the anecdote Ihe drinking part 
culathy tine and here the singing et Douglas 
Manx Worthle, and Martin bawrenc: 
eoposecd 
the on 


vers pleasing 
' 


fidgety and 


Susanna s Secret iwoa 


supe! 


kth 


viseur 
“seeing 


each 
Sane 
burlesque 


Sorrhar aS 


witnesses COMSTEUCTION 
sentimentally 
couph The 


ends trom 


Wor Duasca Th ‘ it imal 
S Arnund 


NK itt 


Benyamin 
wen Mu 
ttist MI: 


The Provwokd Ware by Sto John Vanbrugh 
It scemed rowdier and bawdier than the 
Arts Theatre production, but perhaps 

seeing the i made one 
Frances 
Brute 


by her 


recent 


pi TW ose soon 
More conse these 


Rowe, . altovethe harming 
won 


aspects 
| ads 
} @atset 
delightful delivers o te rerea tis 
adapted tor 

At the Palace 
dignity of the 


Place to drama 


sper ally 


Theat n deterence to the 
Assemil tail Rad 4 
Here Rachel Grieves play 
Tt thes Be Error, which was reviewed in the 
bebruary number of lheatre World atter its 
production at the “Q" Theatre, was per 
formed Joan Swinstead 
again directed) Mary EFilis. as the unhappy 
second wite woman tortured 
perplexed in the extreme. but itis sull dith 
cult to Know what one ought to make of this 
character We cannot believe ino her past 
She tits so micely inte conventional middle 
class life So ditferent trom = Paula 
Whose fathure toe tit into her new 
and well-ordered lite was proot of the 
character Pinero had given hes Clive 
Morton gave easy. solid poise to Dr. Moore 
Gladys Henson was & crushing realisation of 
all that “daily women” seem to aspire te 
be. Marv Morns, the only representative 
of the orginal repeated her brilliant 
demonstration of deep and moody discontent 
soaking omto oa nature vividly creative 
Daphne Slater cleverly: expressed impulsive 
charm, half-eenuine. balf-forced by good 
nature and a sense of duty and propricty 
Her change-over was consistent and full of 
character Nicholas Parsons and Clement 
MeCallin completed a seemingly unmmprove 
tbh team 
At the same theatre in the second week. 
Salsbury Arts Theatre Company presented 
Doctors ‘ a Ve Molere’s le 
Miaaliacde rmavinare by Charles Drew. pro 
duced Peter Potter [he newness con- 
the tithe: a spectrally written 
spoken by one of NIV s 
and a man of te-dayv: in 
renaming the characters with sustably allusive 
ft nelish and in the introduction of 
t farcical business for the central 
kKnockabout antics. however 
brought new hife to the old 


HUST 


with a@ostar cast 


tase ous oa 


1 anqueras 
' 
i 


cast 


rion oof 


l UIs 


young 


Naaiies 


cerca 


ind thes is necessary whenever an old 
performed 

Wek twa 
Bett’ Meredith- bones. in the tirst of 


1a 1s 


There interiudes, arranged by 
which 


ehit ryriny ral 


iat he 
t 
del 


fizures from the Commedia 

med the theme of the phat 

mmmMediarte pieastire ty) 

SCTISE 
Petter 


haps Known as 


Spochondriic. was played with 
whitiwind of 


» small ! 
ps who has miarked 





How to be a Playwright 
AN INTERVIEW WITH ALAN MELVILLE 
by LAI 


Wats 

where 

Prides 

bookshel 

Stevenson 

l Suis P: rat 

But cach Christer 

month in bomdon ow 

prepared an chaborate 

nephew In the morning 

tw places cducational 

Wesuninster Abbe. 

evenings were devoted to 

theatre The schoolboy rere 

saw all splays and shows on the benden 

Stage Was perhaps as unNportant ao purt 

Of his cducation as that which he ved 

at the Academy 

But Melville didi not vo strargl om 

School to playwriting. His parents died. and 

soonmstead of going to Pdinbureh University 

he had to leave sehool and retu oo has 

native Berwick te work as an prentiee in 

the familys timber businesy ¢ hiscHed 
ALAN MELVILLE wood and his hand, which stil beat 

NUMCPOUS Scars AS the yo Shay 
Porvait by Buran) continued he ch selled his hand tess 
but he did not become mere cmameornue 
the timber business bss 


|' vou ask Alan Melville, author of 
Castle on the Atr, what makes a plas writing 
wright. he answers: “80 per cent. gift and In his 


spare 
20 per cent. application and commonsense.” Weehemd at Lhrack! 
He adds that a disadvantage isto have been wave Melvitle contider 
i Successtul writer of revues He could rise in pay in the tinh 
also remark that an advantage, from the this was refused. he 
point of view of pubhenty for the play. : Despite misgivings on the 
offend the pompesity of the Natronal Coal of hus tamily. be decided t 
Bourd Writel bik did 
Castl tn Me {rr as not Melville’s first fipst He wrote stor 
but it has been more successtul than his ished and 


‘ 


Alan Melville was educated at Edinburgh 
Neademy. 4 public school which has 
produced a number of men whe have 
distinguished themselves in the theatr 
Among his) contemporanes were Bruce 
Seaton, the actor. and Stephen Mitchell. wh 
Tehnown ino production and manag 


Norman Marshall the producer 





Wat 


A MAKE-UP PROBLEM NOW SOLVED 


“LIP-COTE 


“sy 
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FROM BOOTS, LEADING CHEMISTS & STORES OR DIRECT FROM 
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How to be a Playwright 


It was the one yOD he did not do 
did Val K i 
Aberdeen and then in Glasgow 
kept his 


’ 


ous Other Things at the 


Hterese in the 
dramatics 
When wat cC.atm ansterred ta 
Qhhye iB i ¢ s Nort SETV AC’ an 
propaganda work rthe Us He 
resigned tar poum thie 
It was dhuiring the i! 1 elvitle became 
stead with the i ae ' ucs for the 
stata bh Tarts Mi i ’ ; itd Low 
iis j ’ lower 
new. These were 
which naturally pleased 
Now he ois bevinning 
Dew atise he os finding them 
dithcult to live down  Ttus not helptul to be 
Known as the writer of successtul revues ” 
when vou want te write plays 
Alan Melville has tired up a small office 
im his London that He will tell you that he 
sso dagzy that works office hours 
he would nevet invihing But he will 
add that he sets timsell nice oflice 
haves He docs two week to 
Amenca. writes topical humorous verse. and 
has sanous other things with which te 
himseclt, besides writing plays 
As a plaswricht, vou must be able te see 
being acted the words which vou are writing 
Me dv ile paces to and tro. saving and 
acting his lines before he bangs them out on 
the typewriter, his 
headed dog 
wun 


Paces fe 
amateuy 


Waist U 


ponent 


esventuail 
anh ‘ { 
extremely successtul 
Medsilie at the 


to wonder 


time 


uniess he 
Writs 
quite 
broadcasts a 


OCLUP) 


down 


audience is) bis) curls 
At the same time the playwright 
learn a fot from the advice of exper 
They will sugeest small altes 
such as the mere transposition of 
words in a sentence. which will make all the 
difference te getting the etlect Jack 
Buchanan, who plays the lead in Castle on 
the far. ay pattwularly skilful ino bis judg 
nent on these matters 
Miro Melville does not believe those people 
who sav thes think of a plas and write tt 
natew days. bven when he has carcfully 
plot. oat takes him weeks 
to complete the script. Phe actual mechanies 
of a stave play are mot cass You have to 
get thy ind off the stage. and 
done seas to appear natural 
cannot be said that Ahan Melville has 
uniformly successful with his 
and often he has had) bad 
plas only to find that a 
ne unto production. His 
‘thant, Was Staged during a 
Which was coupled the turther 
ant ittraet of the Olympic Games 


ceral secret) 
. } + 
Cutty nm tts 


enced actors 


ations 


devised a several 


chatacters on 


rust be 


Wate ta 


But “Ms Melsille ous caree! 
With Castle an the be scems to have 
aft eal t ‘ i,t tatit ind even Petore 
t Catnie ’ ‘T) rhe was planning another 
pias 
Wha 
Mhhoral 


ihre fir to demand “ its 
clear Scottish 


could 


altera 


sub: postmiusts 


vilkage 
have objected 
only unlike the Coal Board thes 
in adult manne: Not that Melville 
minded far publicits is 

and when it has 
especially so 


CQuails 


cast tiwass wood 


baunne! headlines 





Creating a T. 8S. Eliot Role 
C omitimacd 

opening of a door ors taken inte account in 
the writing and covered by words between 
Deats 

“ There is something about Cela Cople 
stone that reminds me of Ellie Dunn in 
Hearthreak House, a part | plaved a tew 
years ago There as a quahty of utter 
finality about both these young women, 
which makes them strangely alike. Celia 
keeps me on my toes throughout the even 
ing. There is never any question of any of 
us easing up on the mental concentration 
demanded by our parts, for once a member 
of the cast lost. a gop on the lines, the result 
would be chaotic. as improvised words would 
never fit into the poet's carefully precon- 
ceived pattern 

‘} am not surprised that The Cocktail 
Party has become a popular success, despite 
ity serious theme and the fact that it is a 
verse play I. S. Ehot has translated his 
protound thoughts into eversday terms and 
written his play as a high comedy. con 
structed with such cunning that a holds the 
attention of the man in the street, as well as 
the so-called intellectuals Though we are 
all in the middle of the tremendous drama 
of our own lives. we still ge to cocktail 
parties and indulge in a little carefree garety 
now and again. One of the great qualities 
of the play hes in the fact that we can all 
read what we like into it We each see 
whatever we care to put into it and we are 
all fasemated by the void. which the author 
leaves us to fill up for ourselves. One ot 
the sital questions under discussion is that 
of nahtand wrong. According to the author 
there is no absolute right or wrong. What 
is rmght for me may not be meht for you, 
but both are necessary, as the psychiatrist 
impresses upon Cela in his consulting room, 
When she seeks his advice about the course 
She ought to choose 

“The Cocktail Party looks like settling 
down for a long run. but even if we are 
called upon te play for a vear or more. | 
imagine, in view of PT. S. Ehot’s characters 
possessing such intellectual depth. it will be 
a long time betore we begin to feel stale 
In any we will never be taced by the 
temptation te "walk through” our parts. as 
happens when 

cardboard 

that 


eusand of more 


ease 


sometimes actors are called 


1 
upon to play lovers in those 


Putuous farees “Occasionally fast for a 


nights.” 


th 





Bristol Old Vic in London Jete siycs a Pesuntully fr rrecnny 


> . . Ls 
ANee sce ied Mf 


i ’ 
also a favourite as ¢ i pry rie 


Miuittson 
own Marjorie Mars. who at 
he Duke of York’s in 1926 n 
now Nisrs | Miaadlin thi 
and Morgan 1) 


Ross alse 
Nettic bowler 
Above all. the atin he 
ay Pps as Hills s adau 
thounh now twe 


astonishingly clever 





‘he Bath Assembly 
av. of the comedy and tinks th 
cleverly sustarned by Joan Whit 
Helme’s work was outstanding 
child Susan and as € olu 
quinadk Havdo Jong 
cHherentls Very enje 
music phaved on alnite Mi tric 
Decor by Henrs ras i Was Prete 
| 


izrecauble 


{ 
SOTH thy HUTT was dereetiv att 


Yew Shows of the Month able to the Livout of the scene. but, no doubt 





( niemeacid 


e prison Billy. who has 
1 does not take kind 
Heaven. trom wher 


in te carth for one da 


ren 


‘ro tilteen sears old 
happy becatise of her ce id tu 
After some trial and 


. 
s uble to set her on the path to 


happiness und to reassure Jube. his wite. that 
he had loved her after all 
TV inclines to mmpinge tee n 
thorunning of the show. parts 
sccend act. when the Nc 


ned to Phe ct 


lovdtes | 
ucer One 
Snow 7 and June 
“Tt anvthine thes 
ry] He 


’ 


ind the Rodgers’ music w 
superb interpretation of the Hammes 4 
a rcabitabl 
pany scored heavily and the leads 

whass, i vood looking baritone Pcuset ‘ H atiy date. Bath 


‘rable actor i ideal as Bally ' probably be the openin 


Ina Withers as the mnocent fof Britain next eat 





nd tunctroned excetientiv. Indeed 








Amateur re ere { he utmost But the spokesman 
for the company acknowledged with warmth 
ae secu c ie He, EP th the jeng and happy assecmtion they had 
‘ in amateur musica! tiwass enjoyed with the British amateur 
' : ’ ind ify continuance to P61) was anti- 
is the tradition ipa And Mro Arthur Seaton. director of 
Dsersed ina rie aearmdiad Oper - ind Dramatic Asse 
hat contirmed Mateur operatic 
can face ie coming season with 
kKnowledve that the stave produc 
K& Soo remains us 
f the DOv!s Carte 


min. The phrase “colour 
has been used This is taker 
opsright law. and it means what 
“colourable imitation’ of 

be used to make up 

Ss rmwiste What is ay 
itlon might be a mos 
msawer pm the courts 
happier suggestion 
tal Act of Ss penn 
yxetual copyright in the 
G@ &S”° A nice idea 

; wat 


Strack 


‘rsuaded AN CA 


| Langs uette’s ofd mt 





HE ATE Li tone 
ue BAYS 
1} ’ acar ¢ 7 t tu ‘ ‘ 
OF MENS SCHOLARSHIPS aly t n the hired commer 
i the spirited 
SUS SINgIN t Jarge ino numbers, but 
hearted in tur ind pk 
~ see. The principals were at \ 
tred Darman somewhat above tha 
Mm oducer Pauline Stuart. stuck 
oned and naive book, vet 
oust oo bo strong impression from 
R ban Winkle was how 
itable =o this STON ind theme 
or modern treatment No good 
inew professional approach, with 
without Plainquette’s music Another 
point: from this YWOA sg newonang 
hestra under Joan Kemp Potter’ 
Phiced cornerwise in- the 
} position. it was made up of plano, 
Violins cello isc flute ohog, 
trumpet. and tvmpani At times 
uncertain and sot od vet the musica! 
accompaniment was an integral part of the 
producth ind the solos and choruses came 
i Scenery and other acces 
sores Were work of cluh members. and 
the result was an evening with amateurs 
refreshingly “ different” 
Ohevs Now and Croldenrts The 
the interesting choices 
for their current produc 
rea public houses 





PIRMINCHAM SCHOOL of SPEECH 
) TRAINING and DRAMATIC ART 
ty . tamer, Para t Stroct 





SLIM in 6 WEEKS 
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—p Rehearsal Studios 


Office: 1 Devonshire Terrace 
Marylebone a Street w.! 
ppogite Koyal Academy Music bak went Ph Stes 
STUDIOS FOR HIRE from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY WEL BECK 6804 
INCI UDED WELBECH 9907 





RITA 
SUALITY 
SOUND 
BQ cmt: XT 


i by numerous Lona and Provincial Theatres 
pment awasatl ' hire for lang fF Shar 
‘ 43. also for amateur productions. ete 


THE TRIX ELECTRICAL CO utd. ! 5 Maple Place 
Tottenham Court Rd WI m SEV? (4 tines 








The Florence Moore Theatre Studios 


Donald Woit E Guy Perewee 


Patrons - 
Ault. Abraham Sofaer, Maryar 


Training in all branches 


THE APRE-C AR 


All ens ' e 
25 Brunswick Road, howe 2 Pence : -— Hove 33587 








**‘DEANE”’ THREE ACTS 


FLOWERS FOR THE LIVING =, for: Biock § 

FAMILY COACH ¢y (Gyr) Grainger 

FIND THE GIRL iy Stuart Rezcy 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY +, Raph Baker 

THE COUNTY CALLS =, Ha 2 Stewart 

GOLDEN HARVEST by Crrstan Miche 

HALLOWE'EN PARTY 2, Gorcon Girour 5 rt 

OFF THE CAMDEN ROAD 2, farne! Bradbury 4w 3 
Plays sent cn approval 


H. F. W. DEANE & SONS LTD 


31 MUSEUM STREET LONDON, WC! 

















FRENCH’S 
THE HOUSE FOR PLAYS 
Established 1830 


THE GUIDE TO SELECTING PLAYS 
An enterely revised post-war edition 
Over 400 pares 

%s. 60 Pack + Postage 44 


SAMLED FRENCH Lip ee ae 








26 Southampton St., Strand, LONDON, WC2 

















Xow available for Amateurs 


THE LISBON STORY 


NCLUDE 

TOM JONES - WALTZES FROM 
VIENNA : MERRIE ENGLAND 
WILD VIOLETS THE THREE 
MUSKETEERS - SHOW BOAT 


FUIL DETAILS FROM 


CHAPPELL & CO LTD 
50 NEW BOND ST. LONDON, Wt Tel Mayfair 7600 








WEBBER-DOUGLAS SCHOOL 
of SINGING and 
DRAMATIC ART LTD 


V. JOHNSTONE-DOLIGLAS 


FULL DRAMATIC TRAINING 


wstups for mer av 


PRIVATE SINGING LESSONS 


For Prospectus app'y Secretary 


CLAREVILLE STREET S.W.7 
(FRE 2958) 














available to 
p AMATEUR SOCIETIES 
Hpeisheresn Vn new Keleases 
: cf et 


THE PARAGON Sm 4f 1 
TWO DOZEN RED ROSES 


SCHOOL FOR SPINSTERS 5 
LADIES IN RETIREMENT : T° er) 1 
WASN'T iT ODD’ medyi Jn Aft 
MONEY BY WIRE fFarce Boer 
THE SHOP AT SLY srt The lier) Grn 4f 9 gee 
TO KILL A CAT 1 6m 4f 1 ° 
ALL PLAYS SENT ON APPROVAL 
end for FULL CATALOGUE (Price Od. Post free; so 


ENGLISH THEATRE GUILD LTD 


75 BERWICK STREET LONDON, Wit 
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